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Visitor January 2023 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA ∙2190 Jackson Hwy Chehalis, WA 

98532www.stjohnlutheranchehalis.net ∙360.748.4741 ∙office@stjohnschehalis.net 

The 

St. Johns Lutheran Church Statement of Mission 

Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ we exist to 

 PROCLAIM God’s unconditional love we exist to 

 GROW in discipleship as we follow in Jesus’ steps and  

 SERVE others as instruments of God’s Holy Spirit 

Happy New Year! 
 
The new year can bring excitement, hope, renewed or restarted goals in nearly any 
walk of life. Eat better, move more, read more, spend more time with family, less 
time in some particular thing we feel is not time well spent… The changes that 
often lead to the greatest results are often the smallest - those that we can not only 
begin, but that we can stick with for the long haul.  
 

Have you committed to any changes in this new year? For your physical health, your 
relationships with your family, your overall well-being? Have you given any thought 
to your part in the congregation here at St. John’s? In keeping it simple, how about 
working on our “welcome”? Little things: how long has it been since you’ve invited 
a friend, neighbor or coworker to join you at worship? How often do you greet an 
unfamiliar face after worship rather than gravitate toward the familiar group you so 
often find yourself in?  

 

Not big changes, not disruptive at all, just little things that can add up to a lot, espe-
cially if many of us have committed to them. Give it a shot, let’s see how it goes. 
 
God’s peace, 
Pr. Jim 

        Continued on page 2 
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St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, ELCA 

2190 Jackson Hwy 

360/748-4741 

office@stjohnschehalis.net 

www.stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Pastor Jim Odden  

360-269-4300 
pastor@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Minister of Music: 

Joan Jahnsen 

748-3901 

jahnsen71@msn.com 

 

Parish Adminstrator:  

Michelle Turner 
office@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Streaming: 

Ethan Fick: 

Stream-

ing@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

 Office Hours: 

9 a.m to 2:30 p.m Monday 

thru Thursday 

 

 

Editor: 

Michelle Turner 

 

Worship  

Schedule: 

   8:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship 

 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

Women’s News:   
Women's monthly Brunch & Bible Study will meet on Sat. 
Jan. 21st at 10:00 am in the conference room for a study called 
"Peace Makers".  St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans is one of the 
most beautiful in laying out the foundation of the Christian 
faith.  We will look at two passages from Romans as we look 
at how God gives us His peace and how we can practically and 
actively share that peace with those around us. Come share 
your thoughts. Attendees are encouraged to bring a brunch 
item to share.  

Library/
BookGuild  
 
Book Guild will meet January 
24th at 7:00 reviewing “Long 
Way Gone” by Charles Mar-
tin. 
 
“No matter where you go, no 
matter whether you succeed 
or fail, stand or fall, no gone 
is too far gone. You can al-
ways come home.”  
 
At the age of eighteen, musi-
cian and songwriter Cooper 
O’Connor took everything his 
father held dear and drove 
1,200 miles from home to 
Nashville, his life riding on a 
six-string guitar and the bold 
wager that he had talent. But 
his wager soon proved fool-
ish. 
 
Five years after losing every-
thing, he falls in love with Da-
ley Cross, an angelic voice in 
need of a song. But just as he 
realizes his love for Daley, 
Cooper faces a tragedy that 
threatens his life as well as his 
career. With nowhere else to 

go, he returns to his remote 
home in the Colorado Moun-
tains, searching for answers 
about his father and his faith. 
 
When Daley shows up on his 
street corner twenty years lat-
er, he wonders if it’s too late 
to tell her the truth about his 
past—and if he is ready to 
face it. 
 
A radical retelling of the story 
of the prodigal son, Long Way 
Gone takes us from tent reviv-
als to the Ryman Auditorium 
to the tender relationship be-
tween a broken man and the 
father who never stopped call-
ing him home.” 
 
Please feel free to join us!  
Contact Joan Jahnsen for fur-
ther information.   
 
The library book cart is still 
out front if you are looking for 
a book to purchase for a dona-
tion.   Don’t forget our own 
well stocked library down the 
hall way!  At least one new 
book each month! 
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Electronic Giving: 
 

Tidbits from the December Council meeting.... 

 

Council members:  
Sara Blair, Susan Russell, , , Steve Kostanich, Pastor Jim., Jackie Creed, and visitor Sue 
Austin  .  
 
Officers: President,  
                Vice President,  
                 Secretary, Susan Russell 
                Treasurer, Scott Amrine 

Bible Study continues with Pastor Jim on Monday mornings.   
 
Pastor had 17 visits in November and continues his participation in local and 
synod groups as well as the local Red Cross and scouting chapters  
 
Budget discussions continued regarding shortfalls and Scott will draft a letter 
to the congregation.  
 
The church roof was cleaned and inspected and given an additional 3-5 years 
of good life.  
 
Council and Mutual Ministries are looking for new members to serve.  
We are so excited to have our Sunday School classes growing and so pleased 
that we once again, had a children's Christmas program and an occasional 
adult choir!  
 
 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 29th.  
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 TIPS TO REDUCE STRESS FROM SPIRITUAL CARE DEPT. VIRGINIA MA-
SON HOSPITAL IN SEATTLE 
1. Do 1 thing each day, however small, that gives you a sense of accomplishment. 
2. Don't rely on your memory. Put notes in your phone or on paper. 
3. Always keep essentials well-stocked so you never run out. 
4. Be prepared to wait in line and bring something to do. 
5. Do unpleasant tasks in the morning so as not to be burdened all day. 
6. Make duplicates of all keys and put them in a special place. 
7. If something doesn't work right, get it fixed, throw it away or replace it. 
8. Add 15 minutes to your travel time. 
9. Relax your standards; the world will not end if something doesn't get done today. 
10. Repeat back directions or instructions to clarify. 
11.Just say NO to projects, social activities, and invitations for which you have nei-
ther the time nor energy; value your down time. 
12. Basic needs are food, water, and shelter; everything else is a preference that you 
need not become attached to. 
13. Simplify at all times. 
14. Avoid associating with chronic worrywarts who will only add to your worries. 
15. Get enough sleep, food, and exercise to do the work of emotional healing. 
16. Gradually organize your home so you can find things without a search. 
17. Be optimistic that most people are doing the best they can. 
18. Learn to live 1 day at a time. 
19. Everyday do something you truly enjoy. 
20. Add an ounce of love to everything you do. 
21.Take a hot bath or shower to relieve tension. 
22. Do something for someone else. 
23. Be more flexible and compromise. 
24. Avoid destructive self talk such as "I am too old/sick/tired to ..." 
25. Delegate responsibility to capable others. 
                           - submitted by Sue Edwards 
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Advent has been a time of joy and anticipation at St. John’s. Children, youth, and adults 
have enjoyed fruitful Sunday school experiences and opportunities for fellowship. An ex-
cursion caroling, special music presentations, the excitement of a Christmas party, and 
making thoughtful gifts for others heightened the anticipation and celebration of the com-
ing of Jesus to our world. Thanks be to our God and Savior! God is with us!  Ceci  
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RISE Lewis County  

RISE Lewis County was created to facilitate the use of government and non-government 

resources in the effort of assisting people out of poverty.  We exist to build community, 

break through barriers and educate groups and individuals on a better understanding of 

our less fortunate neighbors.  It originally started as an outreach of St. John’s Social 

Ministries Committee but is now a stand-alone, 501©3 non-profit. 

In addition to providing meals at Gather through Mobile Meals, the other part of the 

RISE mission is finding ways to help people move out of poverty. 

In 2020, RISE received a 3 yr. ELCA Hunger grant of $10,000/yr. The majority of the 

grant was to be used to recruit and train community members to be mentors, navigators, 

supporters to walk beside people/families who want to make the transition from low in-

come, government support to living wage jobs and self-sufficiency.   With the challenges 

of COVID, we have been able to assist a few families but are looking to expand this pro-

gram.  In 2021, we had several meetings with interested and concerned community 

members, city, county and legislative members.  There is definite interest in finding op-

tions to help people make that jump and move up. In addition to the ELCA grant, RISE 

received over $6,000 in additional donations to support this mission.  So we have funds 

available to support but need more people to make it happen. 

If you or others that you know are interested in helping, RISE is looking for additional 
members.   Current board members are Al and Pat Soderquist and Donna Moir.  Please 
contact us at info@riselewiscounty.org.   

 Gentle Reminder 
 

If you are aged 70 1/2+ and have investments that now require you to make monthly with-

drawals, you can have any amount of that monthly money sent as offering to St, Johns TAX 

FREE.  The contribution must come directly from your Financial institution, not directly from 

you. Contact you financial planner to set it up, and let whomever does your taxes know so 

you get the tax relief. Its easy to do, and will save you some tax dollars.  

Council thanks you  

mailto:info@riselewiscounty.org
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Bits and Pieces 

We are looking for new Council and Mutual Ministries members 

and ask that you prayerfully consider one of these positions as 

we embark on a new and challenging year for our Church and 

Congregation.   

Coffee hour Help needed!  

Sign up sheets in the Narthex.  

We need  people  to provide treats, juice 

and to make coffee.  

 

 

 

Worship Registration Cards 

We are asking that those attending the worship service complete a worship registration card each 
week. Our church constitution currently states to be a voting member you must communion and con-
tribute once during the calendar year. Completing a card each week helps with this requirement but it 
also gives you a chance to communicate with pastor or the church office.  You can write prayer re-
quests or songs requests on the back or indicate if you would like a visit from pastor. If the church 
office has all your information you don't need to fill out your address, etc. just your name and check 
the box if you are taking communion.  Those that are streaming from home, we ask that you just sign-
in each week in the comments section. Thank you for your help. 
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 3 Joe Buda 

 4 Melody Braaten 

  Kevin Hoffman 

 7 Diane Rudorfer 

 9 Jane Margaret Birchard 

  Patty Wilson 

 14 Francesca Grace Minshull 
Moir 

 16 Daniel Napier 

 19 Bethany Odden 

 21 Ezra Birchard 

  Cheryl Vance 

 27 Peter Jahnsen 

 28 Sara Lunders 

 30 Steve Grill 

 31 Tom Larsen 

 3 Jane Margaret Birchard 

  Scott Pollock 

 4 Carl Tobey 

 9 Bette White 

 12 Jonathan Isaacson 

 17 Tyler Carlson 

 23 Cheryl Vance 

 24 Jerry Carlson 

 30 Sara Blair 

Monthly income  

December  $21,645.31 

Monthly expenses  

December $22,779.58 

 Actual 

YTD income:              $207,213.32 

YTD expenses: $236,066.06 

Streaming   $3251.60 

30 Mindy and Jon Judd 

  Nancy and Wally Jordan 
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 1 Ceci Birchard 

  Taylor Lowery 

 5 Austin Haworth 

  Larry Moir 

 7 Jim Jahnsen 

  Braden Newman 

 8  Linda Young 

 9 Patty Olsen 

  Michael Vance 

 10 Jay Jahnsen 

 11 Chuck Rudorfer 

 13 Macey Elder 

  Kathy Hoffman 

  Kristine Newman 

 15 Alex Cox 

 16 Russ Lunders 

  Cecelia Odden 

 18 Tom Callas 

 22 Ryan Gage 

  Kelsey Hoffman 

  Bonnie Unzelman 

 24 Bill Deming 

 26 Jonathan Judd 

 28 Evan Mitchell 

 1  Ceci Birchard 

  Ava Humphrey 

  Logan Lee 

 5  Joe Buda 

 8  David Nelson 

  Drew and Jennifer Willson 

 13  Martina Munz 

 16  Steve Grill 

 17  Kevin Hoffman 

 24 Bill Deming 

 25 Alexandra Dean 

 26 Jon Judd  

 5  Mary and Reid Olson 

 18 Barbara and Steve Grega 

 20 Mary and Chuck Ziegert 
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Poinsettias 
adorning the altar are gratefully given: 

In Loving Memory of:   From: 
Mother, Father, Husband, Sister & Niece……………………………………..Shirley Dolman 
Hjalmer & Curtisene Erickson…………………………………………………...Mary Rogers 
Steven Erickson…………………………………………………………………..Mary Rogers 
John Rogers……………………………………………………………………….Mary Rogers 
Pastor Jerry Lynch, Jill Diane Lynch, Jay Lynch, Joel David Lynch…………….Nancy Lynch 
Our Parents and Grandparents……………………………………………..The Russell Family 
Bill and Lisa Hulse………………………………………………………………...Joann Hulse 
Connie Small………………………………………………………………………...Phil Small 
Our Parents……………………………………………………………….Jim and Joan Jahnsen 
Carl, Dan, Ann, Our Parents and Richard……………………………...Dave and Marilyn Fenn 
Our Dads, Bert Bauer and Herb Amrine                                               Scott and Cheryl Amrine 
Our Son Justin                                                                                            Reid and Mary Olson 

 
In Honor of: From: 
Our Family…………………………………………………………...Steve and Barbara Grega 
Granddaughters Natalie and Cara…………………………………..Paul and Corrine Crowner 
Our Family…………………………………………………………………..Bob & Jan Cosser 
Mildred Oster, Doris Rudorfer……………………………………..Chuck and Diane Rudorfer 
Our Children and Grandchildren………………………………………...Jim and Joan Jahnsen 
My Enduring Friendships; LaVonna, Vivienne and Ann………………………Shari Blackwell 

 
To the Glory of God 
 

Grace Bauer 
Carol and Mike Clifford 

Marilyn Schmitt 
Louis Wagner 

John and Julie Hildahl 
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January   2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 

2 3 
 

4 5 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

6 
 7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

7 
  
  
 

8 
8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

9 
 
11a.m. Altar 

Guild meeting 

10 
 
 

11 
 8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
  

12 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

13 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

14 
 

15 
:8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

 16 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
 
 

17 
8:30a.m.BSF 

Learders 
6:30 p.m.  
Council meeting 
 
7:00 pm 
Book guild 

18  
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

 

 19 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

20 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 

21 
  
Women’s Brunch 
10:00 am  

 22 
 
:8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
 

 23 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
6:00 pmWorship 

& Music 
 

 24 
7:00 p.m 
 
Book Guild 

 25 
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 

   

 26 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 
  

 27 
7 a.m. Group 
Exercise class 

 

 28 
 

 30 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
11 am Altar Guild 

meeting 

 
31 
 

 

   
 

 
 

  29 
:9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
 
 
 
 

 

: 
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Upcoming Community Events 

 

Bible Studies  
Monday morning Bible Studies  with Pr. Jim 

 Email pastor@stjohnschehalis.net      Cell phone 360-269-4300 

January 22 Ladies Bunco party-3:00 p.m.  Bring a snack to share if you’d like! 
Maybe a border of dice if you can find one? 
 
January 29 Annual Meeting  
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Giving to Support St. John’s 
As a church we encourage those who are part of the St. John’s family to be giving to the work of our 
congregation. We believe you should not feel burdened by the issue of giving but in fact, find it a joy! 
We are pleased to provide e-giving options as an alternative to giving cash and checks in the offering 
plate (your cash and checks are always welcome!).  
Mobile Phone: Scan the QR code provided here to access our mobile giving site and follow the 

prompts. 
Our Website – on your computer, go to www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the “donate” button 
Online Banking – Arrange to give through bill-pay at your own bank’s website. You will be asked 

for the following information: 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2190 Jackson Hwy, Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-748-4741  

Questions? Contact the Officet                                                    

 

Please fill out this page and turn in to Michelle in the office if you would like to add someone to the Prayer list.   

(Information for internal use only)  

 

 

Name and Contact information for Person needing Prayer: 

(We will be sending a card of comfort) 

 

Name: 

Address: 

 

 

Phone number: 

Email: 

Reason for Prayer: 

 

 

Name of Requestor: 

 

*Please note Names will remain on the list for 30 days. Please notify us if you would like the Prayer Request extended.    


