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Visitor March 2023 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA ∙2190 Jackson Hwy Chehalis, WA 

98532www.stjohnlutheranchehalis.net ∙360.748.4741 ∙office@stjohnschehalis.net 

The 

St. Johns Lutheran Church Statement of Mission 

Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ we exist to 

 PROCLAIM God’s unconditional love we exist to 

 GROW in discipleship as we follow in Jesus’ steps and  

 SERVE others as instruments of God’s Holy Spirit 

 

 

It’s beginning to feel more like the church we’re familiar with - worship attendance has been steady, even 

gradually increasing, a variety of committees that fizzled during COVID are re-beginning. Although we 

had a bumpy road last year, many people have mentioned how energy is feeling more positive and we’re 

seeing activity beyond just the bare-bones once again.  

It’s great to feel like we’re moving forward, but I do want to remind everyone about our annual meeting 

and that we are not yet meeting our basic operating costs. Many of us have relaxed our stewardship prac-

tices during the past three years, others have fallen out of the church habit altogether. Between these even 

maintaining the bare-bones status is a bit beyond what we’re able to do right now.  

On our church website we are asked: What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word 

“stewardship”? Budgets and spreadsheets? Money? Pledge cards? What about love?  

Stewardship, in its simplest form, is the practice of generosity, an important expression of love. It is es-

sential to the daily expression of our faith. As a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith 

and life, we know that understanding personal and household stewardship is crucial in responding to 

God’s abundant grace.  

In the coming weeks and months, please consider what it means to you to be a part of something. Is St. 

John’s simply a place you come to sit for an hour each week, or do you bring something? Is there a way 

you can serve that fills a need? Do you have a skill or talent that might help others? Is there a committee 

that might benefit from your energy or life experience? Are you able to offer further financial support to 

your church home?  

What does it mean to be a part of something? How do we express our faith in our daily lives? Are we ac-

tively working in the faith we profess, or are we simply spectators?  

God’s peace,  

Pr. Jim  
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Tidbits from the February  Council meeting.... 

St. Johns 2023 Church Council 

President  Ceci Hauer 

Vice President  Jackie Creed 

Treasurer  Donna Moir 

Secretary  Susan Russell 

Council Members Assigned to the following Committees 

Altar Guild  Jackie Creed 

Worship and Music  Susan Russell 

Social Ministries  Sara Blair 

Church Growth  Shari Blackwell 

Youth and Family Ceci Hauer 

Stewardship Steve Kostanich 

Mutual Ministries  Mindy Judd 

 

Discussion and comments about the Annual meeting and some members surprised at the seriousness of 
the church financial position.  

Discussion was held on proposed revised budget and approved to be forwarded to the stewardship com-
mittee for further work and review. 

Discussion regarding increase in rental fees and terms. 

Looking for additional members for ushers, stewardship, mutual ministries and property committee. 
Wednesday night soup supper at 6:00 with service to follow at 7:00 

Next meeting is March 14th at 6:30. 
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Early Planning for STP July 15-16, 2023 
 
Our 18th year hosting STP riders will be here before we know it. At a post-STP meeting 7-
31-22, suggestions were made to streamline as we anticipate closer to our norm of 90-95 
guests. Our primary volunteers Food Manager Susan Russell, Registrar Sue Edwards, and 
Baker Donna Moir could use some assistance. If you start thinking about these needs now, 
you may be able to find a spot that suits you. 
 
We could use a leader for each of these areas to assemble a team and protocols for which we 
can provide info. Teens are encouraged to help given their boundless energy. 
 
1. Baggage : pick up from and to Penny Playground, unloading upstairs for semi-private and 
tent lodgers and downstairs for gym lodgers, running bags to specific semi-private rooms 
and tent areas upstairs. 
 
2. Air mattresses: inspect, inflate, clean; place in gym and rooms, troubleshooters present 
during event. 
 
3. Meal management: a Saturday Dinner Manager and  Sunday Breakfast Manager for serv-
ing, clean up, and packaging of any leftovers for congregation for Sunday after service. 
 
4. Showers: assist with cleaning showers pre- and post- event, stack towels/washcloths on 
cart in hall outside shower rooms, launder and repack towels after event. 
 
5. Security: person(s) to stay overnight onsite to troubleshoot guest or facility problems. 
 
6. Signage: make and place posters directing riders to Showers; Food with specific 
mealtimes; Tents; and Baggage with time it must be in narthex or at gym door Sunday a.m. 
for return to Penny Playground. 
                   This might be appropriate for confirmands to tackle. 
 
7. Facility: consolidate or move furniture in Sunday School rooms, vacuum, place tables/
chairs for meals in gym, put up  and take down volleyball net and sheets for privacy curtain 
in gym to separate meal and sleeping areas. 
                 The scope of this event is such that our Parish Administrator/Janitor should not be 
expected to do it all. 
 
8. Check in :  Sue Edwards could use a helper as multiple riders sometimes show up at once. 
Interior signage should reduce the number of questions to be answered, but we still want to 
provide the personal touch that 
                      assures repeat lodgers.  
 
There will be a STP Meeting in April to start planning in earnest.  As usual, a Food List will 
be posted closer to the event. If you have any questions, you can direct them to me:  Sue Ed-
wards 360-219-3435. 
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St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, ELCA 

2190 Jackson Hwy 

360/748-4741 

office@stjohnschehalis.net 

www.stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Pastor Jim Odden  

360-269-4300 
pastor@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Minister of Music: 

Joan Jahnsen 

748-3901 

jahnsen71@msn.com 

 

Parish Adminstrator:  

Michelle Turner 
office@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Streaming: 

Ethan Fick: 

Stream-

ing@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

 Office Hours: 

9 a.m to 2:30 p.m Monday 

thru Thursday 

 

 

Editor: 

Michelle Turner 

 

Worship  

Schedule: 

   8:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship 

 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

Women’s News:   
Women's Brunch & Bible Study will meet on Sat. Mar.18th at 
10:00 am. We will continue our study called "Of Many Genera-
tions".  In our second session we will be looking at the song that 
Mary sang in response to Elizabeth's greeting and blessing from 
session one.  We will compare the similarities and differences be-
tween Hannah's song from 1 Samuel chapter 2 and Mary's song 
from Luke chapter 1.  Throughout the session we will encounter 
wisdom from Martin Luther's essay on the Magnificat. We will 
continue to look for ways that the women at St. John's can support 
each other across the generations. It would be great to have a varie-
ty of generations at our meeting this month. Mark your calendars 
and plan now to attend!  

Library/
BookGuild  
 
St. John’s Book Guild will meet 
March 28th in the Conference 
room at the church.  This 
month we will discuss  
“Floating Twigs”, a legal thrill-
er by Charles Tabb.   All are 
welcome to join us for the dis-
cussion. 
 
“After Jack Turner finds a 
starving dog while fishing with 
friends, he talks his alcoholic 
parents into letting him keep 
the dog he names Bones, pro-
vided Jack can earn the money 
to care for him. In the pro-
cess of finding work, Jack 
meets Hank Pittman, a middle-
aged man who lives in a dilapi-
dated school bus at the har-
bor. A friendship ensues, and 
Hank becomes the caring fa-
ther Jack lacks at home de-
spite the fact Hank is hiding 
his own secrets as he tries to 
escape his past.  
 
After Jack meets Mrs. Mary 
Jane Dawson, he starts work-
ing as her gardener, but trou-

ble brews in the form of gos-
sip and lies that threaten 
Jack’s relationships with Hank 
and Mrs. Dawson, as well as 
Bones’ life. After initially ig-
noring the gossip, Jack finds 
he must face the lies and dis-
covers that love carries with 
it a responsibility to others.  
 
When Hank is accused of a 
crime he didn’t commit, Jack 
must find a way to convince a 
jury of the truth, a difficult 
task when even his own par-
ents refuse to believe him.” 
Courtesy of Good Reads. 
 
The Book Guild continues to 
add books to the Book Cart in 
the Narthex.  Books are avail-
able from it for a small dona-
tion.  Copies of Floating Twigs 
will be added in the near  
future. 
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Electronic Giving: 
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 Gentle Reminder 
 

If you are aged 70 1/2+ and have investments that now require you to make monthly with-

drawals, you can have any amount of that monthly money sent as offering to St, Johns TAX 

FREE.  The contribution must come directly from your Financial institution, not directly from 

you. Contact you financial planner to set it up, and let whomever does your taxes know so 

you get the tax relief. Its easy to do, and will save you some tax dollars.  

Council thanks you  

The Unexpected Lenten Visitor 3-27-2000 
 
In Spring 2000, my mother was bedridden and on hospice care. On March 27, she was having 
a particularly emotional day and could not calm down to fall asleep.  About 9 p.m.  a hum-
mingbird flit back and forth outside the bay window of the living room that had become 
Mom's bedroom. He persisted for an hour as if wanting to come in. My sister, the animal lov-
er, obligingly opened a small pane. The hummer entered and flew repeatedly from light to 
light of three adjoining rooms. Mom and my sisters watched in amazement. Wondering if the 
lights might be bothering the hummer, my sisters turned off most of them. The hummer qui-
eted down and lit, of all places, on the cord suspending the privacy curtain above the foot of 
Mom's bed. Mom drifted off into a peaceful sleep under the hummer's watchful eye. 
 
The hummer stayed in the house from 10 p.m. until midnight when my sister gently carried 
him out. If you read about hummingbirds, you will learn they feed heavily at dusk and then 
roost until dawn. If you have ever had one in your house, you know it will flit anxiously at a 
window until so exhausted it lets you cup it in your hand and release it outside. This hummer 
was not your average hummer. 
 
My dad was always the 1 in the household to spot the 1st 
hummer of the season. He watched, fed, and photographed 
hummers each Spring. The last few days of his life he spent 
most of his time watching the hummers outside that same 
bay window. He died March 27, 1995 in Centralia hospital 
sometime between 10 p.m. and midnight. 
                                   - submitted by Sue Edwards  (I pray that 
maybe someday my husband Ron will similarly visit me) 
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2023 St. Johns Council 

Steve Kostanich  Susan Russell   Sara Bliar  Jackie Creek 

Mindy Judd   Ceci Hauer   Donna Moir  Rick Michal   

Shari Blackwell 

Coffee hour Help needed!  

Sign up sheets in the Narthex.  

We need  people  to provide treats, juice 

and to make coffee.  

 

 

 

Worship Registration Cards 

We are asking that those attending the worship service complete a worship registration card each 
week. Our church constitution currently states to be a voting member you must communion and con-
tribute once during the calendar year. Completing a card each week helps with this requirement but it 
also gives you a chance to communicate with pastor or the church office.  You can write prayer re-
quests or songs requests on the back or indicate if you would like a visit from pastor. If the church 
office has all your information you don't need to fill out your address, etc. just your name and check 
the box if you are taking communion.  Those that are streaming from home, we ask that you just sign-
in each week in the comments section. Thank you for your help. 
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 2 Brian Gilliland 

  Nate Meagher 

 3 Sean Touhey 

 4 Zack Wright 

 6 Brittany Grill 

 9 Jake Heck 

 13 Austin Michal 

 15 Tyler Wright 

 16 Barbara Grega 

 17 Emma Rotter 

 18 Rick Michal  

  Denise Unzelman 

 19 Adam Moir 

 20 Jonathan Riley 

  John Torvik 

 22 Ben Russell 

 27 Gail Dean 

 28 Cathy Scott 

 30 Tiffany Ziegert 

 31 Cheryl Amrine 

 4 Tyler Wright 

 9 Jake Heck 

 10 David Barber 

  Rachel Barber 

  Charlotte Barber 

  Ethan Barber 

  Samantha Barber 

  Zoe Thomas 

  Emma Thomas 

 11 Allyn Tobey 

 12 Patty Wilson 

 14 Keith Birchard 

 21 Cason Justice 

  Heather Heck 

 26 Nathaniel Birchard 

  Mary DuBois  

 27 Lisa Conzatti 

 28 Luanne Grill 

  Sam Teitzel 

 30 Taylor Lowery 

 31 Jared Edwards 

  Jay Jahnsen  

Monthly income  

February  $19,777.50 

Monthly expenses  

February  $18,338.90 

 Actual 

YTD income:              $39,734.55 

YTD expenses: $40,476.17 

Streaming   $740.00 
 17 Meg and David Nelson 

 18 Carol and Steve Kostanich 

 26 Sara and Russ Lunders 

 27 Susan and Bob Russell 

 31 Shawn and Brad Meagher 



 

9 

 2 Greg Moir 

  Ken Wright 

 4 Joann Hulse 

  Christine Vlach 

  Clara Giuliani 

 5 Samantha Barber 

 6 Brad Meagher 

 8 Caroline Carter 

  Hannah Meier 

 9 Jerry Grill 

 10 Dolores Goedhard 

 16 Bernhard Kreutz 

  Judy Utter 

 17 Evan Unzelman 

 18 Bob Cosser 

  Michelle Lee 

 26 Christine Larsen 

  Timothy Munz 

 27 Stephen Jendryka 

 28 Tim Touhey 

 1 Matt Edwards 

 3 Jim Carey 

 5 Rick Michal 

 6 Lexi Erwin 

  Janie Mauel 

 10 Lynette Gage 

  Dolores Goedhard 

 11 Cole Fisher 

  Riley Fisher 

  Lucas Lee 

 12 April Michal 

  Michael Vance 

 14 Shirley Dolman 

  Andrew Michal 

 15 Brynne Bailey 

  Colt Conzatti 

 25 Vicki and Bruce Graham  
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March   2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  1 
6 pm soup sup-

per 
7 p.m. Lenten 

Service 
 

2 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 
 

3 
 7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

4 
  
  
 

5 
8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

6 
 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
11 am Altar Guild 

Meeting 

7 
 
8:30a.m.BSF 

Learders 

8 
 8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

6 pm soup sup-
per 

7 p.m. Lenten 
Service 

9 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

10 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

11 
 

12 
:8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:30 Sunday 
School 

 13 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 

14 
8:30a.m.BSF 

Learders 
6:30 p.m.  
Council meeting 
 
 

15  
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

6 pm soup sup-
per 

7 p.m. Lenten 
Service 

 
 

 16 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

17 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 

18 
  
Women’s Brunch 
10:00 am  

 19 
 
:8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 
Worship 

10:30 Sunday 
School 

 
 
 

 20 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
6:00 pmWorship 

& Music 

 21 
8:30a.m.BSF 

Learders 

 22 
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

6 pm soup sup-
per 

7 p.m. Lenten 
Service 

  

 23 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 
  

 24 
7 a.m. Group 
Exercise class 

 

 25 
 

 27 
 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 

 
28 
 

8:30a.m.BSF 
Learders 

 
7:00 p.m 
Book Guild 

 29 
 
 
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

6 pm soup sup-
per 

7 p.m. Lenten 
Service 

 
30 
 
 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 
5:00 p.m. Dance 

 
31 
 
 

7 a.m. Group 
Exercise class 

  26 
:8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. 
Worship 
 

10:30 Sunday 
School 

 

: 
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Upcoming Community Events 

 

Bible Studies  
Monday morning Bible Studies  with Pr. Jim 

 Email pastor@stjohnschehalis.net      Cell phone 360-269-4300 

March 17-April 2  Lend Me a Tenor  Evergreen playhouse  Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30pm Sundays at 2pm 
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Giving to Support St. John’s 
As a church we encourage those who are part of the St. John’s family to be giving to the work of our 
congregation. We believe you should not feel burdened by the issue of giving but in fact, find it a joy! 
We are pleased to provide e-giving options as an alternative to giving cash and checks in the offering 
plate (your cash and checks are always welcome!).  
Mobile Phone: Scan the QR code provided here to access our mobile giving site and follow the 

prompts. 
Our Website – on your computer, go to www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the “donate” button 
Online Banking – Arrange to give through bill-pay at your own bank’s website. You will be asked 

for the following information: 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2190 Jackson Hwy, Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-748-4741  

Questions? Contact the Officet                                                    

Spring Flowers and Easter Lilies  
to enhance St. John’s on Easter Sunday 

If you would like to help adorn the altar for Easter, please bring your flowers to the church by 10:00 am on Sat-

urday, April 8; or use the sign-up form below and give to any Altar Guild member along with $10.00 and we 

will purchase flowers for you. You may also mail the sign -up form to the church office (2190 Jackson Highway, 

Chehalis, WA 98532) along with an $10.00 check payable to St. John ’s Altar Guild. Deadline for ordering is Sun-

day, April 9. Flowers may be given in honor or in memory of a loved one, or to the Glory of God.  

Altar Guild members are Jan Cosser,  Mary DuBois, Marilyn Fenn, Joann Hulse, Nancy Lynch, Patty Olsen, Cor-
rine Crowner, Linda Mettler and Sue Edwards.  

Flowers may be given in honor or in memory of a loved one, or to the Glory of God. 

Name   

I wish to donate #   Spring Flowers x $10.00 = $  

r In Honor of:   

r In Memory of:   

r To the Glory of God   

r I will provide flowers 

(You are encouraged to take your flowers home after the 9:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Service.) 
 

 


