
 

1 

Visitor November 2022 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ELCA ∙2190 Jackson Hwy Chehalis, WA 

98532www.stjohnlutheranchehalis.net ∙360.748.4741 ∙office@stjohnschehalis.net 

The 

How many inspirational messages, platitudes and – in our contemporary world of social media, 

memes, do we attribute to biblical sources where, in fact, that just isn’t where they come from? In 

the course of a typical month, I’d guess that many, if not most of us hear (or even say) something 

along the lines of ‘Well, you know what it says in the bible…’, then follow it up with something 

that definitely does not come from the bible. Our bible is a very large text; few people are even 

remotely capable of memorizing the entire thing, so this is not meant as finger pointing in any 

way. Yet, isn’t it funny how we often assume that since, by our own way of thinking something 

should come from the bible, well, then it must come from the bible! Here are a few examples that 

seem to pop up most often:  

1. God won’t give you more than you can handle. In 1 Corinthians 10, it does say that God won’t 

tempt us beyond our limits, but this isn’t exactly the same thing. We do get more than we can 
handle, at least on our own, and it happens all the time. And yet, we aren’t on our own. Our 
friends and family are here with us, our faith community – brothers and sisters in Christ locally 

and the world over, and most of all, God is in our hearts wherever we go. On our own? This 
world is simply too much. It isn’t that God does give us more than we can handle, but neither 
is there some magical shield in place that only lets through what we can handle on our own. 

We’re in this together for a reason.  

2. God helps those who help themselves. This comes not from the bible, but from Aesop's fable 

Hercules and the Waggoner. A man's wagon was stuck on a muddy road and he prayed for 

Hercules to help. Hercules appeared and said, ‘Get up and put your shoulders into it’. The 

moral was that the gods help them who help themselves. Aesop was a Greek writer who lived 

from 620 to 564 BC, but obviously did not contribute to the Christian bible. When it comes 

down to it, Christ has done for us what we could never have done for ourselves: there is 

nothing we can do to add to or take away from our salvation in Christ.  

3. Hate the sin, love the sinner. This one actually comes from something Mahatma Gandhi wrote 

in 1929: ‘hate the sin and not the sinner’. In 424 AD, Augustine said something similar: ‘with 
love for mankind and hatred of sins’. We are told, repeatedly, in the bible to love one another. 
In Jude 1, we are told to hate sin, even our own. The catch comes, though, in hating the sins of 

others while loving them as sinners. This comes awfully close to judging others – something 
we are admonished not to do as this is God’s work. Not a bad bit of advice, but we can find 
ourselves in a tight spot if it becomes the rule we live by  

        Continued on page 2 
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St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, ELCA 

2190 Jackson Hwy 

360/748-4741 

office@stjohnschehalis.net 

www.stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Pastor Jim Odden  

360-269-4300 
pastor@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Minister of Music: 

Joan Jahnsen 

748-3901 

jahnsen71@msn.com 

 

Parish Adminstrator:  

Michelle Turner 
office@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

Streaming: 

Ethan Fick: 

Stream-

ing@stjohnschehalis.net 

 

 Office Hours: 

9 a.m to 2:30 p.m Monday 

thru Thursday 

 

 

Editor: 

Michelle Turner 

 

Worship  

Schedule: 

   8:15 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship 

 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

Women’s News:   
Women’s Brunch and Bible Studies . Our meeting will be No-
vember. 19th at 10:00 in the conference room. Bring your Bible 
and a brunch item to share as we examine God’s word together 
and see how it applies to our daily lives. If you have any ques-
tions, get in touch with Joan Jahnsen.    

St. Johns Lutheran Church Statement of Mission 

Rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ we exist to 

 PROCLAIM God’s unconditional love we exist to 

 GROW in discipleship as we follow in Jesus’ steps and  

 SERVE others as instruments of God’s Holy Spirit 

        Continued from page 1 

4. When God closes a door, he’ll open a window. Does God even 
close doors? And then, what of it? A closed door is meant to open, 
an open door is meant to close – after all, this is how doors work. 
And the window‽ Who climbs through windows anyway‽ Maybe 
a burglar or someone trying to escape a burning room, but I’m not 
so sure this is the best God could come up with in response to a 
closed door – but then, what do I know… The Holy Spirit works 
in us and through us all the time. We’ll get gentle nudges toward 
one course of action or away from another, but it is very seldom 
that we are abruptly stopped in our tracks and prevented from pur-
suing our current course – right or wrong. This could lead to all 
kinds of conversations about free will or freedom of volition, but 
for the most part, God allows us to do what we will with our win-
dows and doors.  

5. Money is the root of all evil. In 1 Timothy 6, it says, ‘For the love 
of money is a root of all sorts of evil…’, but it does not say that 
money is the root of all evil. Money is neither good nor bad, and 
being wealthy in itself is not a sin; Job was wealthy and is de-
scribed as a man who was ‘blameless, upright, fearing God and 
turning away from evil’. Loving money, which in Greek is avarice 
and implies an emotional affection, is the root of all sorts of evil as 
the desire to accumulate wealth is placed above God and others. It 
can become a false idol – very easily. Yet, it is not that money is 
evil, but how we view it that may be. Do you have favorite non-
biblical bible sayings? Were you surprised at any of these? Are 
there others you’d like to add? Let me know, I’d love to hear your 
thoughts!  

God’s peace 

Pr. Jim 
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Holiday Worship Schedule  

November 

6  All Saints Sunday 9:30 am 

27  Advent begins 9:30 am 

30  Mid Week Service 7:00 pm 

 

December  

 7  Mid Week Service 7:00 pm 
11  Kids Christmas Pageant 9:30 am 
14  Mid Week Service 7:00 pm 
21  Mid Week Service 7:00 pm 
23  Longest Night Service 7:00 pm 
24  Christmas Eve Service 7:00 and 10:00 pm 
25  Christmas Day Service 9:30 am 

MMM Helps Tenino Foodbank 

The 1st week of October the Chronicle had an article about dangerously low food 

supplies at the Tenino Foodbank. 

Given the temporary shutdown of Gather Atrium, we had lots of food on our MMM 

shelves. After checking with Donna Moir and Shari Blackwell, I contacted Jody Shultz 

who is the executive director of that food bank. She welcomed our offer. 

On Monday Oct.10, I delivered a trunkload of canned and packaged food suitable for 

distribution to 1-4 person households. The items included 40 1# packages of pasta, 

spaghetti sauce, Parmesan cheese shakers, canned fruits and vegetables, baked 

beans; canned chicken, salmon, and tuna; mayo and relish packets, muffin and pud-

ding mixes, instant cocoa packets, canned soup, and rice. Off the top of her head, 

Jody noted they also serve 14 households of 7. In the future, we may consider giving 

them some of our large size containers of food. 

       submitted by Sue Edwards 
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Crop Hunger Walk 
 
This years Crop Hunger walked raised $2300 with approx-

imately 19 Walkers    Thank you to our St. John’s repre-
sentatives  Ezra, Keith, Jane, Nate, Ceci and Cathy Cavness  
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Electronic Giving: 
 

Tidbits from the October Council meeting.... 
 
We now have 6 confirmation participants.   
 
Monday morning bible study has resumed with light but consistent attendance.  
 
Pastor reported that he had 22 visits during September. 
 
Giving (both online and in person) is down. Financially we are ok at this time but it 
is concerning and will be important to assess when next year's budget is prepared. 
 
Property committee has made some minor repairs and we will be having the roof 
and gutters professionally cleaned.  
 
125th anniversary was a wonderful event.  Sue Edwards wrote a lovely recap in the 
Visitor. 
One Little Tree Preschool is going well. 
 
RIC committee is not currently meeting  
 
Check out St. Johns NEW website! 
 
Water bill increased dramatically in September.  This is being looked into and PUD 
will come check for any leaks. 
 
Discussion about nominating committee for upcoming open council positions, any-
one interested in being on council can let any current members know of their inter-
est 
We still need a volunteer to take over the sign out front. 
Council members:  
Sara Blair, Susan Russell, Alan Brooker, Laurie Suhrbier, Steve Kostanich, Pastor Jim., 
Jackie Creed, and visitor Sue Austin  .  
 
Officers: President, Laurie Suhrbier 
                Vice President, Alan Brooker 
                 Secretary, Susan Russell 
                Treasurer, Scott Amrine 
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Library/BookGuild  
 
.St. John’s Book Guild will meet at 7:00 
PM, November 15th in the Conference room 
at the church. Each month we gather to dis-
cuss our book for the month, which this 
month is,“Becoming Mrs. Lewis” by Patti 
Callahan. Please feel welcome to pop in and 
enjoy the discussion. If you would like more 
information about the BG, please contact 
Joan Jahnsen. 
 
“From New York Times bestselling author 
Patti Callahan comes an exquisite novel of 
JoyDavidman, the woman C. S. Lewis called 
“my whole world.” When poet and writer 
Joy Davidman began writing letters to C. S. 
Lewis—known as Jack—she was looking 
for spiritual answers, not love. Love, after 
all, wasn’t holding together her crumbling 
marriage. Everything about New Yorker Joy 
seemed ill-matched for an Oxford don and 
the beloved writer of Narnia, yet their minds 
bonded over their letters. 
 
In this masterful exploration of one of the 
greatest love stories of modern times, we 
meet a brilliant writer, a fiercely independ-

ent mother, and a passionate woman who 
changed the life of this respected author and 
inspired books that still enchant us and 
change us. Joy 
lived at a time when women weren’t meant 
to have a voice—and yet her love for Jack 
gave them both voices they didn’t know they 
had. 
 
At once a fascinating historical novel and a 
glimpse into a writer’s life, Becoming Mrs. 
Lewis is above all a love story—a love of 
literature and ideas and a love between a 
husband and wife that, in the end, was not 
impossible at all.” Courtesy of ‘Goodreads’. 
 
Don’t forget to check out the Church Li-
brary. New books are added regularly and 
sadly, some of the older ones will have to be 
removed to make room! Check the book 
rack in the Narthex for those as well as oth-
ers. 

Bible Studies  
Monday morning Bible Studies  with Pr. Jim 

 Email pastor@stjohnschehalis.net      Cell phone 360-269-4300 
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November 27 marks Pastor Jim’s 1 year anniversary here at St. John’s! 

Happy anniversary, Pastor Jim.  Thank you for leading and guiding our 

church this past year. We honor your prayers, diligence and commitment to 

our church. May you continue to experience and enjoy the grace of God in 

life and ministry.    
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RISE Lewis County  

RISE Lewis County was created to facilitate the use of government and non-government 

resources in the effort of assisting people out of poverty.  We exist to build community, 

break through barriers and educate groups and individuals on a better understanding of 

our less fortunate neighbors.  It originally started as an outreach of St. John’s Social 

Ministries Committee but is now a stand-alone, 501©3 non-profit. 

In addition to providing meals at Gather through Mobile Meals, the other part of the 

RISE mission is finding ways to help people move out of poverty. 

In 2020, RISE received a 3 yr. ELCA Hunger grant of $10,000/yr. The majority of the 

grant was to be used to recruit and train community members to be mentors, navigators, 

supporters to walk beside people/families who want to make the transition from low in-

come, government support to living wage jobs and self-sufficiency.   With the challenges 

of COVID, we have been able to assist a few families but are looking to expand this pro-

gram.  In 2021, we had several meetings with interested and concerned community 

members, city, county and legislative members.  There is definite interest in finding op-

tions to help people make that jump and move up. In addition to the ELCA grant, RISE 

received over $6,000 in additional donations to support this mission.  So we have funds 

available to support but need more people to make it happen. 

If you or others that you know are interested in helping, RISE is looking for additional 
members.   Current board members are Al and Pat Soderquist and Donna Moir.  Please 
contact us at info@riselewiscounty.org.   

 Gentle Reminder 
 

If you are aged 70 1/2+ and have investments that now require you to make monthly with-

drawals, you can have any amount of that monthly money sent as offering to St, Johns TAX 

FREE.  The contribution must come directly from your Financial institution, not directly from 

you. Contact you financial planner to set it up, and let whomever does your taxes know so 

you get the tax relief. Its easy to do, and will save you some tax dollars.  

Council thanks you  

mailto:info@riselewiscounty.org
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Bits and Pieces 

Food for our Future 

Thank you to our members who continue to support Food for Our 

Future. Our small group of volunteers provide weekend snacks for 

children in need in the Chehalis School District. 

 Cathy Cavness  

Coffee hour Help needed!  

Sign up sheets in the Narthex.  

We need  people  to provide treats, juice 

and to make coffee.  

 

 

Worship Registration Cards 

We are asking that those attending the worship service complete a worship registration card each week. Our church constitu-
tion currently states to be a voting member you must communion and contribute once during the calendar year. Completing 
a card each week helps with this requirement but it also gives you a chance to communicate with pastor or the church 
office.  You can write prayer requests or songs requests on the back or indicate if you would like a visit from pastor. If the 
church office has all your information you don't need to fill out your address, etc. just your name and check the box if you 
taking communion.  Those that are streaming from home, we ask that you just sign-in each week in the comments section. 
Thank you for your help. 
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 2 Jonathan Isaacson 

  Jennifer Willson 

 3 Matt Edwards 

  Matt Meagher 

 4 Nathaniel Birchard 

 5 Susan Donaldson 

  Steve Kostanich 

 7 Clara Gilliland 

 8 Kaylynn Mitchell 

 11 David March 

 12 Kathryn Rotter 

  Eirik Odden 

  Johnathan Vlach 

 13 Colt Conzatti 

 14 Rachel March 

 18 David Barber 

  Helen Buda 

 20 Meg Nelson 

 21 Marilyn Fenn 

 22 Georgie Radnich 

 23 David Stanfield 

  Emma Thomas 

 25 Scott Judd 

  Kerry Vance 

 2 Anna Russell  

 4 Will Cummings 

 7 Christian, Timothy, Matthew and Eva 
  Munz 

 10 Kaylynn Mitchell 

 11 Catie Scott 

 15 Mia Suhrbier 

 18 Kasey Ramacher 

25 Luke Amrine 

  Eric Moir 

 27 Francesca Grace Minshull Moir 

29 Susan Donaldson 

  Ron Kuxhausen 

  Justin Wilson 

Monthly income  

October  $15,566.56 

Monthly expenses  

October $22,195.06 

 Actual 

YTD income:              $174,194.82 

YTD expenses: $194,789.51 

Streaming   $2665.60 

 4 Jill and Jerry Carlson 

 12 Carmen and Mike Brown 

 18 Shirley and Ron Kuxhausen 

 23 Gail and Larry Dean 
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 4 Jan Cosser 

  Sam Teitzel 

 6 Chuck Ziegert 

 8 Michael Thomas 

 9 Candice Tobin 

 10 Jim Gilliland 

 13 Anna Kreutz 

 14 Luanna Deming 

  Linda Lowery 

  Andrew Michal 

 16 Courtney Cox 

 17 Jack Cosser 

 18 Allen Unzelman 

 19 Lincoln Duncan 

 20 Sara Blair 

  Lynette Gage 

  Kellen Justice 

  Lauri Kreutz 

 24 Keith Birchard 

  Mary DuBois 

 28 Brynne Bailey 

  Katrin Kreutz 

 30 Katrina Kirsch 

 31 Travis Newman 

  30 Mindy and Jon Judd 

  Nancy and Wally Jordan 

 2 Heidi Meier 

 4 Mariah Unzelman 

 9 Michael Grega 

 10 Steve Kostanich 

 12 Steve Dean 

 15 Bob, Jan & Dave Cosser 

  Kathryn & Russ Cox 

 16 Nathan Suhrbier 

 17 Barbara Grega 

 20 Ann Salzer 

 21 Ben Suhrbier 

 22 Jackson Humphrey 

 23 Zach Stanfield 

  Johnathan Vlach 

 26 Jamison Scott 

 27 Ashleigh Cox 

 31 Katie Meier  
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November   2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 

3 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 

4 
 7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 

5 
 Private Party 

5:00pm 
  
 

6  
8:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

7 
 

8 
 
6:30 p.m.  
Council meeting 

9 
 8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
  

10 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 

11 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 

12 
 

13 
:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

 14 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
 
 

15 
8:30a.m.BSF 

Learders 
7:00 pm 
Book guild 

16  
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
 
 8:30 a.m.  BSF 

 17 
2 p.m. Fiber arts 

18 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 

19 
 Private Party 
Women’s Brunch 
10:00 am  

 20 
 
:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

Pie Social 
 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

 21 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
 

 22 
8 

 23 
8 a.m Group 

exercise class 
7:00 p.m  

Thanksgiving 
Eve Service  

   

 24 
 Thanksgiving 

 25 
7 a.m. Group 
Exercise class 

 

 26 
 

 28 
7 a.m. Group 

Exercise class 
 
10 a.m Bible 

Study 
 
11a.m. Altar 

Guild meeting 

 
29 
 

8:30a.m.BSF 
Learders 

7:00 p.m 
 
Book Guild 

  
30 

8 a.m Group 
exercise class 

 8:30 a.m.  BSF 
W.F. West Poin-
settia distribu-

tion Community 
Center 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 27 
:15 a.m. Adult 

Sunday 
School 9:30 
a.m. 
Worship 

 
10:30 Sunday 

School 

 

: 
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Upcoming Community Events 

 

November 15 Book Guild will meet  in the Conference room at the church.  7 pm 
November 19  Womens Brunch  11 am 
November 20 Pie Social after worship service Practice your favorite pie recipe for Thanksgiving share it 
with others.   
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Kids enjoyed the carnival fames, crafts, and pumpkin deco-

rating.  Everyone enjoyed homemade  pumpkin bread, cake, 

cookies, pie, mummy pizza, cider and coffee. 

Thank you to all who helped and attended 

Ceci Hauer 



 

15 

POINSETTIAS FOR THE SANCTUARY: 

St. John’s Altar Guild members are asking for your help in decorating the sanctuary for the 

Advent and Christmas Services. Poinsettias will be used to decorate the sanctuary and are 

available through the Altar Guild for $8 each. Poinsettias can be given in honor or memory 

of a loved one, or given to the glory of God. You are welcome to bring your own poinsettia 

(mark your name on the bottom and take it home after Christmas services). To donate to-

ward the purchase of a poinsettia, fill out the form below and put it, along with the money 

in the offering plate for the poinsettias by December 22, , give it to any Altar Guild member 

or mail the form, along with your money, to the church office (2190 Jackson Hwy., Chehalis, 

WA  98532.  

Altar Guild members are Jan Cosser, , Mary DuBois, Marilyn Fenn, Joann Hulse, Nancy 

Lynch, Patty Olsen, Corrine Crowner  and Laurie Suhrbier 

Please make checks out to St. John’s Altar Guild. 

I wish to purchase #_____ poinsettias at $8.00 each.  Total amount: $   

In Honor of:   

In Memory of:   

To the Glory of God. 

I will provide a poinsettia. 

 

Name:   
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Giving to Support St. John’s 
As a church we encourage those who are part of the St. John’s family to be giving to the work of our 
congregation. We believe you should not feel burdened by the issue of giving but in fact, find it a joy! 
We are pleased to provide e-giving options as an alternative to giving cash and checks in the offering 
plate (your cash and checks are always welcome!).  
Mobile Phone: Scan the QR code provided here to access our mobile giving site and follow the 

prompts. 
Our Website – on your computer, go to www.stjohnschehalis.net and click on the “donate” button 
Online Banking – Arrange to give through bill-pay at your own bank’s website. You will be asked 

for the following information: 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2190 Jackson Hwy, Chehalis, WA  98532 
360-748-4741  

Questions? Contact the Officet                                                    

 

Please fill out this page and turn in to Michelle in the office if you would like to add someone to the Prayer list.   

(Information for internal use only)  

 

 

Name and Contact information for Person needing Prayer: 

(We will be sending a card of comfort) 

 

Name: 

Address: 

 

 

Phone number: 

Email: 

Reason for Prayer: 

 

 

Name of Requestor: 

 

*Please note Names will remain on the list for 30 days. Please notify us if you would like the Prayer Request extended.    


